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@ know this

stary best

of all, Once

upon a time

in the United

States. in the
Cold War-haunted years hetween
the end of World War 1] and the last
helicopter out of Saigon, Eastern-
born immigrant masters began
breaking an ape-old Asian custom
by commercializing martial arts
for us Westerners, 50 years later,
amang all of the extraordinary tales
which they 1ell about this seminal
generation of young martial heroes,
the life and career of Columbaus,
Ohio's Grandmaster loan Pya Chol
(pronounced, Chay) stands out as
exemplary, even inspirational

Chol will tell you, "when one
cannot avoid a fight * Choi as a
boy erew up kicking and punching
his way out from under the war-
shatiered rubble

Briven from thelr home in the
MNorth, Choi's family ended up
living on a small South Korean
island reserved tor refugees On
this island of the dispossessed, o
streef-gang culture, which wartime
chaos had spawned all over Korea,
now Intensified for Choi into &
daily life of fists-and-feet fighting
simply to suryive

Now, Hlash forward hall-a-
century. Today, Choi's COriental
Martial Arts College has taught
mare than 25 000 students; and
the Sth-degree grandmaster has

more than an American black

belt millionaire The one-time
warchild has grown Into a wise
man of peace, an internationally
respected martial arls innovator
who remalns a strict traditicnalist
and one who counts among his
friends and assoclates some of our
industry's greatest Hgures

The Struggle for

Self-improvement
What has happened in the

years between surviving the

hell of wartime Korea and loon

Chei's present-day eminence is a

texthook cse history of human

willpower bent on achieving excel-

lence. His sucoesses attest o

his beltet in those qualities and

“I came [to the U.S.| with twenty-ﬁve dollars
in my pocket, and was unable to

speak a word of English. the most
fearful thing was the ring of the telephone. I'd grab it and say,

‘Twenty-five dollars per month. You come,' and hang up.”

From 1950 ta 1953, the Korean
War was waged in which American
armed lorces engaged Communists
in a bloody and protracted “police
action” that sundered the lormerly
unified “Hermit Kingdom” into
Morth and South. “Theme are times,”

repartedly produced more national
and Intemational taekwondo
champions than any other instruc-
tar in the United States. Although
the aggregate of his business and
properties are valued in seven fle-
ures. joon Chol has become much
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circumstances that nourish the
struggle lor self-improvement
Choi’s family was able 1o move
off the island to Pusan, where he
entered elementary school while
his father went on (o a new job in
Seoul Chol began his study of pre-







“Despite his broken English, Choi was armed with a

college degree in business administration and his
business success was admirable. By 1978'—i“5t
seven years after his arrival in
the U.S.—he owned five schools.”

sport "Highting” taekwondo under him cutside the dojang doot By

the instruction of Grandmaster the time he had turned 17, Chol
Byune lick Ro, founder of the Song was traveling, training and already
Moo KEwan system

From the star

Choi excelled, due to a combi

teaching, .|I.s!.“f'l up between fy
¢ his training fne omee fife in Pusan and another
in Seoul. Although he had put in
nation of matural talent, pure years ol absorbing other combat

application and a remorseles: arts—hapkido, judo. kung-fufal

chi, kumdo—by 1963, Chol was

strel culture always wailing lor

repittesdly a black bell instructor
at a school ol his own iy a national
park in Secul

Alter one paricularly viclous
street Hight, Choi decided 1«
underake a serious study of tra
chtional Asian medicine. And th
anly pathway to that goal was col
lege S0 he applied to the Puasan




study tradi-

From 15965

Su-San University, |

tional Aslan medicine
1o 1971, Chel attended Song Hak
Acupuncture School, and also

studied business administgation
He also began to explore the Asian
philosophies that came to be major
influences In his life

In college, Chol was Trying

out and enhance a martial arts-
centered life "I was living like
mank, doing seven-thouwsand kicks
& day” he says He could swat but
teiflies and dragonflies out of the
iir. Throw an apple up in the air
aroung loon Chol. and It came
dowmn apf lesalce

Paralleling Choi's own emerg
Ine maturity, taekwondo, too, was
growing and coming into its awrn
especially after all members ol
the Xorean military were ardered
to learn it T tavght the military
and never charged, but | saw that
poing into business was the way to
e MYy Passion Choi says. 7l was
deeply invelved in meditation then
and | galned self-awareness. This
led ta my decision to devote my

e to teaching martial 4rs

Coming to America
In Ancll of 1971

the invitation of a tang soo do

Chol acrepted

Insteuctor friend to come to America
and teach in Madison, Indiana
niused

| got Madison, Indiana co

with Madison, Wisconsin,” Choi
explains, "so | expected something
larger |But| there was nothing
there—{just| a cornfield, The main
industry was the state mental hos
pital. My friend had less than five
active students, but he had put
tkown @ six-month rental on the
e

Then he moved 1o Tennessee, and |

n hall, where he was teaching

had to teach and |ive at the school

I came with twenty-five dol-

lars in my pockel, and was unable

1) spe ik a word ol English.” C hie

adds The most learful Lhing was
the ring of the telephone,” he
laughs | stared at it like an oppo
nent who might beat me up Then
d grab it and say
Twenly-live dol

ars per month
You came.’ and
Nang up

In six months
Jocn Chaol had pald
citlt the rental con
tract an that Ihdiana
school, acquired &
tempotary visa, and
iallatin

Tennessee, popula

moved 1o d

tkon 15000 Here
his marketing effors
became a little more
streamlined. As a
Catholic

stond churches, so he

he under

He'd starl

then

went there to do demos

by playing Korean folk musi

displayed his taekwondo—10 gasps

ol amazement

'he result was that the local citi-
zenry clamoned for Chol 1
a school thers, Within

CEpEn Ujf
six months
friendiy people had helped the
young master to get his green card

Of those classes in Tennessee
Cheai says, 7l spoke a little better
English, but there | was, lecturing
on Zen Buddhism, when | couldn't
SdYy i'.jf'rll;ll't"r_‘!' and milk

In small-town T0s America
largely unexposed to martial art:
Chol created a sensation. His
velocity of motion and body-size-
to-power ratio was a8 reveldlion Lo
southerners whose ideas about
physical movement came from
sports and farming So those were
haleyon days for Chol While estab

lishing himself in Gallatin, he had
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an encounter with what he calls “a

My
Lol nh;f:' -

loacal fist™—a perlect martial arts

o

down to the punch line when

1o

the locl tist/challenger begs 1o

i A
o
Hha

berame & student of the unscathed

yoHInE master

Despite his broken English, Chol
was armed with a college degres

in business administration and his

business suceess was admirable

By | 97B—just seven vears after his
artival In the US —he owned five
schiods

.S Mational Team Coach, Chol was

ar stint gs

Alter a two-y

named 1974 LU 5. National Coach

ol The Year In 1988, for the Seoul
Olympics. he coached Team USAS
men to silver medals, and his wom-

en brought home Qlymple gold

What Becomes of
Old Martial Arts
Instructors?

B AL all the tourma

ments, | was meeting the great

Chai says

masters | had always heard about
| met [tane so0 do

Whang Kim in 1976 In |978, he

lminary| K

told me about having business
problems. He was my hero, my
idal, so | went to visit his school
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According to Chol, the

vISit" 1o Master Kim's
Silver Spring, Maryland-

based school lasted &
solld vear Chal discoy-
ered Kim's school had no
business plan whateyer
and so, as any ardent
traclitlonalist would wish
to do for his hero and
idal, the young businese-
man moved into Kim's
basement, and staried
revamping things from
top to battom

If loon Chol's reactlor

wWas

lassic and tradi-
unfortunately
was Kim's school. Chol

lional. O

took an a business stum-
hling along withaut any
promebional campaign or
ads, no Intermnal market-
ing plan and no billing
Kim's black bell
students paid no fees for

SyElem

continuing Instruction

Chol says he changed
all that. According to
him, Master Kim's busi-
ness began growing, and
a commercial culture was
put In place which would
continue to work [ofr two
mare decacdes

Afdter his year's sojourn
In Sliver Spring, Chal
returned to Columbus,
Ohio, where he was now
located, His labor of love
for his idol bad been very
successful, yet it left Chol

thoughttul, ¥i Whang Kim

over 60 years ald at

that time and had spent
his life teaching. What
wauld he have done If his
school had gone under?

His only asset, astde from

Sacial Security, was his house

Far the first time in his life, Chol
looked far enough ahead to ask a2
troubling question: What becomes

of old martial sris instructors?

My teacher back home, many

' no monsy, ni

1eachers | knew, had
tollowing. |and] were all in |Hnan-
clal| trouble " Ch Then it

i SaYs
hit me. Wow, 't i trouble, too! How
can | create assets? How 1o teach
old teachers. so they can keep their
nd pride?

ssers did Chol already

he assets of a martial

arts teacher are his students—who

g0 an to become his instruc-
L

Qrs as well as the community s
doctors, lawyers. professors and
buslnessmen Sa Chol tumed 10
his Instructors and students, and
by the 1980s, had formed a limited
partnership under the then-favor-
able tax codes of the Reagan

era. Of the elght mambers af the
partnership, one was 2 real estate
directar another a lawyet, there
was a CPA, & construction company

I'hey purchased

owner, and so on
land. and put up & 20 000-square-
oat building. hall of which became
Choi's new sehool, and the other
half, leaseable space

In 1986, Chol's world headquar

ters co

aone-million dollars to

build; and was followed three years
latet by the third of his properties
a 15,000 square-foot commercial
halt

Is currently rented by Blockbuster

location whose non-taskwonde

“The three properties have dou-
“Choi itemmees. "I'm

paying most of them off.*

bled in value

Accolades
g, what has been

going on In these three |ocations

Cwver the ye

covers not '_-ﬂi'g' leaching tae-



kwornd

anlemporany international mania

but also every facet of the
arts husiness

n 1992 Chol became the faunder
and president of the World United
Martial Arts Alliance (WUMA)}, an

Intermational eoveming body for

sanctioning martial arts cham

pionships as well as a goodwill
trade-association boutigue, WUMA
provides training and certification

for tournament competitars and
otticials, business-managemen
courses membership discount

nsurance rates, seminars, unilorms

and patches, a newsletter, elc

Choi's Kimoodo Holistic Health

Center in Reyvnoldsbure, Ohlo 15, In

one sense, the most personal and
most ambitious of all joon Chol's

currentl ventures. since creating

and marketing Kimoodo, Chaol

has made spreading better health
3 paying proposition, by synthe-
iringe and systematizing basic

elements of classic Asia wellness
lechniques—bul only after repor

edly first using these techniques to
cure himesell of a polentially career
ending spinal vertebrae injury that
knocked him over one maming
when he tried to tle his shoelaces
As Master Ch

more involves] in the clvic and

s hias bepome

business life of the Columbus
Cthio area, the value placed on
his services reflecte l l'!’. the
responsibilities and honors that
have been bestowed on him. In
the last decade alone, among

olher things, Chol was a president

of Asian American Commernce

d on the Advison

Council for Peace Unitication ol

Graup, and serve

Korea, at the pleasure of the pres|-

dent of Korea, He also serves on
the board ol directors for United
Way, In 2001, he recelved a Civil
Rights Leadership Award from the
Civil Rights Commission and the
Governor ol Ohio

What

loes the future hold? One

of Chols ongoing projects is to

get governmen! accredilation for a
martial arts college. where students
could study all aspects of the mar
tial arts: mental, physical, spirtual
and philosophic. Not merely a
[our-year university, eitheér. but "a
temple where masters and students
could stay indefinitely, to cultivate
thelr minds and bodies whenever

they needed




loon Choi's tconic career not only Herlr Borilizmd
sums up cur wild and wooly past ned il ants welter
but also aims straight ahead, off M liried
into the profound and limitless
future of mankind's oldest unbroken

chain of leaming &



‘Master ]oon P. Chm will conduct a seminar on the art of Kimoodo at the
005 Martial Arts SuperShow and World Conference on April 29-May I}
005 at The Rio All-Suite Hotel and Casino in Las Vegas, _Neuada_‘ :
Kimoodo, as taught by Master Choi, is hea]ing energy merged in“th

reglmens meditative breathmg techniques and .

: " positive mind-conversion training, Kimoodo will open
3 ‘the channels to bring oneself into a harmonious =
"" balance, which can bring peace and h_appiness.




